
“Faithful Presence”
Part 2





Are we going to church?

Is it time for worship?



“Worship Beyond the Gathering”

The weekly gathering for corporate 
worship is “worship”.

But there is “worship” that goes beyond 
the weekly worship service.



“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God--this is your true and 
proper worship.” (Romans 12:1)

What does this verse say about worship?



Worship as “[taking] your everyday 
ordinary life--your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking around 
life--and [placing] it before God as an 
offering” (Romans 12:1, The Message)

How do you practice this kind of worship?



How Worship Beyond the Gathering Reconfigures Church



Faithful Presence

Faithfully present
To God

To Others
To Place



Faithful Presence

Faithful integration of
Community
Formation

Mission



Community focuses on developing a 
common life together in the way of 
Christ. This includes knowing and being 
known by God and one another. It also 
means recognizing that each person has 
unique gifts to bring to the life of the 
body.



Formation has to do with developing the 
practices and postures that shape us into 
mature people of faith both personally 
and collectively.



“Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
(Romans 12:2)



Mission is bearing witness to the love of 
Jesus and the reign of God. It is joining 
the Spirit’s movement in the 
neighborhood and seeking the 
reconciliation and renewal of all things.



How worship beyond the gathering reconfigures church



Ecclesial Fragmentation
and the Malformation of the Church





Formation is limited to teaching 
abstract ideas and principles, no 
examples for disciples to follow in 
real-world situations. 

Formation is always inviting you to 
reassess and repent of communal 
practices and missional 
engagements that are inconsistent 
with God’s dream.





If your church focuses primarily on its 
relational life together, faithful presence 
can be sacrificed on the altar of 
community. While the group members 
may experience a deep sense of 
belonging, it’s altogether possible to 
become exclusive.

On the other hand, without Christian 
community, both formation and mission 
may take a form of individualism.





If your church invests its primary energies 
in mission, they may sacrifice faithful 
presence on the altar of doing something 
for God… Without the integration of a 
discerning community being formed by 
the narrative of the kingdom of God, the 
orientation of their place and their 
personal stories, they become 
increasingly issue driven.



Do you think there is something “off” 
with one of Redeemer’s primary 
practices--community, formation, or 
mission? Describe what might be “off”.

How might you diagram Redeemer’s 
practices of community, formation, and 
mission?






