
Personal Presence
Part 2

Romans 8:1-17



What do you think?

Listen to our images: dove, wind, fire, water, oil. 
No wonder many regard the Spirit as a gray, 
oblong blur and find him so difficult to 
understand and relate to.



God “fleshed out”

Our understanding of God is forever marked by 
the fact that in Christ he has been “fleshed out” 
at one point in our human history. Even if God 
seems distant, transcendent, “from eternity to 
eternity,” we are not in the dark about God and 
his character.



“Face” of God

As Paul put it, the glory of God has been imaged 
for us in the one true human who bears the 
divine image, Christ himself; and by beholding 
his “face” we see the glory of the eternal God 
(2 Cor 3:18; 4:4, 6).



“Face” of The Spirit

The same is true about the Spirit, not simply 
theoretically but really and experientially. The 
Spirit is not lightly called the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Christ has put a human face on the Spirit 
as well.



Coming of The Spirit

Not only has the coming of Christ changed 
everything for Paul, so too has the coming of the 
Spirit. In dealing with the Spirit, we are dealing 
with none other than the personal presence of 
God.



Time of the Spirit 

Thank you, oh my Father
For giving us Your Son;
And leaving Your Spirit
Till the work on earth is done.



Time of the Spirit



Time of the Spirit 

The role of the Spirit is on earth, indwelling 
believers in order to help them in the weakness 
of their present “already/not yet” existence and 
thereby to intercede in their behalf. The risen 
Christ is “located” in heaven, “at the right hand 
of God,” making intercession for us.



Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9-10, ESV)

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness.




