
“Missional Church”

Part One



What do you think a 
missional church is?





2017 Ekklesia Project Gathering
Go in Peace: The Church as Mission
In this gathering we will explore the missional 
identity of God, the ecclesial prerequisites of 
mission, the peaceable nature of Christian 
witness, and the missional dimensions of peace. 
We hope to shed gospel light on the perplexing 
cultural challenges facing the church in mission 
and consider again the invitation to be the 
church in this challenging age.



Introducing the 
Missional Church: 
What it Is, Why it 
Matters, How to 
Become One



Conversation #1
Reconsidering Our Context— 
The West Is Now a Mission Field



At a wedding recently Alan sat beside a 
woman in her midforties who has been a 
faithful Mennonite almost all her life. She is 
not a radical by any stretch of the 
imagination; she’s an accountant, a careful, 
balanced, and fairly conservative human 
being. With tears in her eyes she told Alan: 
“I can’t do it anymore. I wish I could. It’s not 
about Jesus or my faith, I just can’t deal 
week after week with the irrelevance of 
church. So I have left.”

What made the woman leave church? What 
do you think?



Conversation #2
Rethinking the Gospel—The 
Missio Dei



God sent himself; he is his own missionary. 
He came to open the door for the restoration 
of all creation. In this coming we see what 
God is truly like—not a universal principle 
distant and beyond all… he comes to us on 
our level, and he does this in a very specific, 
local way. He “moved into the 
neighborhood.”

Theology starts with God and the question 
of what God is doing in the world.



Conversation #3
Reimagining Church—Sign, 
Witness, and Foretaste of God’s 
Dream for the World



Chapter 7

God’s Dream for the 
World: What Is a 
Contrast Society?



In past generations the sign of God’s activity 
and life in a town or city was evident in the form 
of architecture or the identity of clergy. When 
visiting a city in Europe or looking at the skyline 
of a North American city or town, we see that 
church buildings were designed to 
communicate something significant about God 
and the meaning of salvation (p.102).







The steeple, the cross, and the elaborate 
architecture of church buildings communicated 
both God’s greatness and his purposes. The 
North American scene inherited a poor man’s 
version of this same stream of thought. For most 
people, these signs are cultural vestiges— 
interesting historical landmarks that no longer 
speak to our souls (p. 102).

What are the authors saying?



● Church buildings
● Church weddings
● Church funerals
● Sunday Services

For most people, these signs are cultural 
vestiges—interesting [but they] no longer speak 
to our souls.

What do you think?



A sign points to something else; it calls 
attention to something that cannot be 
readily or directly seen. But architecture 
was never intended to be the primary 
sign of God’s dream for the world; his 
people were to be that sign (p. 102).

What do you think about God’s people 
being the primary sign of God’s dream 
for the world? What are other signs that 
you might look to?



This call to be a sign, witness, and foretaste of 
God’s dream is a call for us to be a contrast 
society. In the early centuries of the church, 
Christian bishops wrote letters asking Christians 
to stay in their cities or towns when disease 
broke out and care for the sick rather than be like 
the Romans who ran away to save their own lives. 
Soon the Christians were known by a story of 
attending to the needs of others rather than 
caring for themselves first. This made them a 
contrast society, and as such they lived God’s 
dream for the world (p. 103).

How is “contrast society” a helpful image for 
the church?



We ended here, and 
did not discuss the 
last two slides.





The shape of our lives is not determined 
primarily by the application of good 
sermons or even good theology, new 
ideas, or structures like small groups. All 
of this has very little actual impact on the 
conduct of our everyday lives. Rather, we 
are shaped by stories (p. 104).

What do you think? How does the story 
about the diet versus the dieter an 
example of this?



Throughout the history of the church we 
discover local communities shaped by practices 
of life that cause them to stand out and cause 
others to take heed. They have learned to live 
as a contrast society shaped by hospitality, 
radical forgiveness, the breaking down of social 
and racial barriers, and self-sacrificial love. As 
we live inside God’s story, we are shaped into 
habits of life that empower us to be the sign, 
witness, and foretaste of God’s dream; it 
becomes our travel itinerary (p. 105).

How is our contrast story like a “travel 
narrative” rather than a map?


