
The Gospel of John
John 1:1-18



John 1:1-18

John 1:1-5

John 1:6-13

John 1:14-18



John 1:1-5 Lectio

Slowly read the text several times.

Listen to the Word, to God's address to me in these Words, 
allowing myself to be drawn to the word or phrase that grabs, 
strikes, holds, calls, solicits, disturbs, resonates, pierces, stirs 
me in my senses, feelings, imagination, and/or thoughts.

What word or phrase most affects me?

Share with your neighbor.



God

Word

Life

Light

Darkness



John 1:6-13 Questions

Who is John? What is the role of a witness?

What do we learn about the world from this text?

What are the two main human responses to the 
coming of the light? Describe the responses. 



“World”

Verse 10 alerts the reader to the varied ways in which 
“world” (kosmos) is used in the Fourth Gospel. It sometimes 
designates the inhabited world, the theater of human history 
(1:10a); sometimes, as a synonym for “all that is,” it refers to 
the entire created order, to all that came into being (1:10b); 
and sometimes it means the realm of unbelief, those who fail 
to recognize Jesus Christ and therefore turn away from his 
light (1:10c)... It is a key term in Johannine theology, whose 
specific meaning can be determined only in context, as its 
use in the three senses in 1:10 exemplifies.



“Believe” is one of the major themes of the Fourth Gospel. 
For the fourth evangelist, faith is not something one has; it is 
something one does, closely related to doing the truth (3:21). 
“Believe” has a considerable semantic range: believing 
statements about Jesus; acknowledging the truth of Jesus’ 
words; a disposition of trust in Jesus and his words; action 
based on such trust; seeing and knowing who Jesus really is; 
and personal commitment to him in love and adoration, 
obedience and service… 

A series of vignettes shows that faith, like birth, is a process 
of growing insight (e.g, Samaritan woman, royal official, blind 
beggar, and Thomas). Receiving Jesus usually occurs like 
the breaking of dawn in the course of a personal encounter 
with him. Nurtured by obedient love and service, believing 
issues in abiding in Christ and fruitful, joyful living. 




