
“Final” Conversation



At the end of last year’s East Meets 
West conversation, we shared Russell 
Jeung’s finding that Asian American 
led multi-ethnic churches have “racial 
dynamics” where non-Asians, 
especially whites, find that they are 
easily stereo-typed, and that they pay 
high emotional and relational cost to 
remain in these churches.

In what ways is this true of 
Redeemer?



Cultural Displacement

You don’t pick your culture. You are formed into it by your 
family and your ethnic or geographical community.

You don’t notice culture until you step outside of your own 
culture or come into contact with other cultures.

Your culture is formed when you are young; it sets your 
sense of “normal” and “home”.

When you are part of a community whose culture is not your 
own for a long period of time you experience the pain of 
cultural displacement. 



The Painful Gift of Cultural 
Displacement
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The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

Ethnic minorities who enter dominant culture organizations 
experience displacement. They must become cross-cultural, 
comfortable in their own culture yet able to navigate life in a 
dominant culture organization. White people who choose 
displacement by entering into a culture that is different than 
their own experience displacement, as White students in our 
Hawaii fellowships do.



The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

We can experience displacement for a few moments, a few 
weeks, a season of life, or be called by God into a lifestyle of 
displacement. Sometimes our fatigue with displacement is 
too great and we need to seek God and his community for 
guidance, wisdom, and strength. If you know and feel the 
hurt and pain of cultural displacement in an ongoing way or 
perhaps in a new workplace or city, you are not alone; Jesus 
understands and walks with you.



The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

Sometimes God displaces us and sometimes we choose 
displacement to survive, thrive, or walk in obedience to God. 
However we end up being displaced, whether through 
persecution, a natural disaster, or by choice, such as taking a 
specific job, God uses displacement to shape us and draw 
us closer to him.



Speaking Personally

My wife is experiencing cultural displacement in this 
congregation and city.

My son is experiencing cultural displacement in his 
Evangelical Christian college.

My daughter is experiencing cultural displacement as a 
minority in her school, though she is half-Chinese.



Small Groups

Where have you experienced cultural displacement? 
Describe the “place”. How did you experience displacement?

How did (do) you “cope”?

How has cultural displacement been a gift to you?



Goals for Conversation

● Create a safe place to have conversation 
about race, culture, and ethnicity. 

Wednesday night is not the safest place to be 
vulnerable and share our pain. Is there a person 
or two within the community that you can share 
and pray with? 



Goals for Conversation

● Explore and learn about race and racism. 

We asked each other to do this through the 
course of these weeks. For some this may have 
been a learning experience. For others it may 
have caused confusion or surfaced pain. There 
are resources if you want to continue exploring, 
but it is also OK to pass.



Goals for Conversation

● Deepen gospel friendship within our 
community.

There is hope that gospel friendship would 
deepen across cultures and that we might 
practice racial reconciliation. But this reconciling 
work is much harder than we imagined.
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The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

I invite you to take the risk of displacement. Make friends 
with someone who is culturally different than you. Don’t just 
ask questions but also share vulnerably about yourself. Be 
the only one of your culture in another ethnic group. The 
longer you are isolated from your own culture, the richer your 
cross-cultural experience will be.



The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

Working through the hurt and pain of displacement with God 
allows us to be blessed and transformed. Whether it be 
choosing to sing a solo at a gospel choir gathering or kissing 
men you don’t know on the cheek in Hawaii, God brings 
great fruit when we choose to take a risk and enter another 
culture.



The Painful Gift of Cultural Displacement

We will miss out on God’s rich image revealed in diversity if 
we don’t take the risk of displacement. I am so thankful to 
know deeply the gifts that other cultures reveal about God’s 
image—gifts I have experienced because of cultural 
displacement. Jesus wants to lead us all into experiencing 
this difficult yet rich gift. I will continue to choose it as God 
calls me into challenging places. Will you join me?
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