
Greetings, brothers and sisters at Redeemer Community Church! 

 

It has been almost 3 months since I left the pastoral staff of Grace Fellowship Community Church , and my 

"listening journey" continues, a season of seeking God and seeing what He is doing among the larger body of 

Christ.  Together with a pastoral colleague and dear friend in San Francisco, I continue to chip away at what a 

ministry of ecclesial bridge-building might look like: setting the table for pastors, ministers and theologians to 

listen to one another, reflect theologically together, and collectively discern what the Church's life, mission 

and sustained witness needs to be in these interesting (and foreboding) times. 

 

Toward this end, I am embarking tomorrow on a series of "listening conversations" below:  

● Portland (June 21-23).  I'll be one of twelve Christians representing differing views on homosexuality 

in a 3-day gathering this Thursday calledOriented to Love .  In short, the goal is to bring LGBTQIA & 

heterosexual Christians to the table to listen and learn toward greater understanding of each other 

and what God might be doing in the Church today.  I have much to learn about how such a table is 

set. 

● Detroit (June 26 to July 9).  In partnership with Rev. Ron Spann of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan , 

we are gathering about 15 pastors and ministry leaders for conversation about the state of the 

American Church, from their respective vantage points.  What are the idols, powers and 

principalities that have wreaked havoc, historically and presently, in our nation's cities?  I believe 

Detroit offers an important lens. 

● Chicago (July 10 to 12).  After spending time with an ecclesiology & political science professor (De 

Paul University), I'll be meeting with reps from the Evangelical Covenant Church , an ol' CCDA 

colleague from Chinatown, followed by some time with The Ekklesia Project , to discuss "Big C" 

challenges and opportunities.  I anticipate these conversations to be formative in imagining the new 

ministry. 

 

These past couple months, I've had the wonderful privilege of worshiping with, and meeting the pastors of, a 

variety of congregations in the bay area, including the 1st Mennonite Church  (San Francisco), New Beginnings 

Community Church  (Redwood City), Berkeley Covenant Church , Daring Faith Celebration Center  (San 

Francisco), San Francisco Christian Center , Tapestry  (Oakland), Ministerios Cosecha  (San Francisco), Church of 

our Savior Episcopal  (Oakland), Church Without Walls  (Berkeley), St. Columba Catholic Church  (Oakland), and 

The Way  (Berkeley).  There is way too much to share about what I'm learning, but suffice to say there is much 

beauty, challenge, and mounting evidence that the "ekklesiae" at-large must connect and learn from each 

other.  

 

Please continue to pray for me, and let me know how I can pray for you in this season. 

 

 

 


