
 

 
 
Proposed Public Charge Rule Change 
 
The Trump Administration is proposing a rule that will punish immigrants who have received 
means-tested benefits like Medi-Cal, food stamps and housing subsidies and make it more 
difficult for them to obtain legal immigration status. The proposed public charge rule is the 
Administration’s latest backdoor attempt to exclude and target immigrants whom it views as 
undesirable ---  children, the elderly, persons with disabilities or chronic illnesses, individuals 
who speak limited English and hard-working parents struggling to provide for their children. 
This proposed rule change would make (and has already made) immigrant families afraid to 
access health care, nutrition and housing programs.  
 
We have a unique opportunity to advocate --  to stand in solidarity with immigrant families in 
our communities and speak out against this exclusionist, hateful policy.  
 
Click to submit your comment. The government must read and log every unique comment. 
We can affect the outcome of this proposed rule and stop it from ever being implemented. 
So far, more than 30,000 public comments have been submitted. Our goal is to have at least 
100,000 comments.  
 
Last day to submit public comments: December 10, 2018 
 
For more information: 

● Overview of Public Charge in English and Spanish 
● Who would be Harmed by Trump’s Public Charge Proposal 
● Sample comments, key points to include in comments 
● Text of proposed public charge rule (183 pages) 

 
Proposed Elimination of Receipt of Means-Tested Benefits as Basis for 
Immigration Application Fee Waivers 
 
Although this proposed rule change has received much less publicity than the above policy, it 
also impacts huge numbers of immigrant families in our communities. Currently, the U.S. 
government will waive some immigration application fees -- such as the application for 
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https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=USCIS-2010-0012-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=USCIS-2010-0012-0001
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2018/04/2018_publiccharge.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2018/06/2018_publicchargespanish_.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2018/10/2018_whowouldbeharmed.pdf
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/#take-action
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-10-10/pdf/2018-21106.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-09-28/pdf/2018-21101.pdf


citizenship and some applications for a green card -- if the applicant receives a means-tested 
benefit like Medi-Cal or food stamps. Immigration application fees are steep: $725 for 
citizenship and $1,225 for a green card. Now the Trump Administration wants to eliminate 
receipt of means-tested benefits as a basis for qualifying for a fee waiver. This is yet another 
blatant attack on hard-working immigrants in our communities. If immigrants can’t naturalize to 
become U.S. citizens, they can’t vote. If they can’t vote, they can’t formally participate and 
engage in our country’s political process.  
 
Click to submit your comment. The government must read and log every unique comment. 
We can affect the outcome of this proposed rule and stop it from ever being implemented.  
 
Last Day to submit comments: November 27, 2018 
 
Thank you for your partnership! Contact us at Jubilee if you have any questions!  
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/28/2018-21101/agency-information-collection-activities-revision-of-a-currently-approved-collection-request-for-fee#open-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/28/2018-21101/agency-information-collection-activities-revision-of-a-currently-approved-collection-request-for-fee#open-comment
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