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Dear Friends,
 
Someone in my congregation recently asked me about family separation and wanted to know what he could do. Perhaps
some of you have been wondering the same thing.
 
As most of you have probably heard in recent news, over 2000 immigrant children have been separated from their
parents after crossing the southern border. Many of these families are fleeing terrible violence in their home countries
(primarily Mexico and Central America) and have come to the U.S. seeking refuge. While the U.S. government attempts
to prosecute the parents for illegal entry, the children (of all ages) are being held in makeshift detention centers. The
separation of families at the border unfortunately is not new and has actually been happening since April. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions even shockingly used Romans 13 to justify separating kids from their parents. 
 
For more information on family separation, check out a factsheet from a nonprofit called KIND (Kids in Need of Defense --
Jubilee shares office space with their SF office). KIND has another report on this issue from March 2018. 
 
As for what we can actually DO (beside pray!), here are my suggestions:

1. Encourage your friends, family members and co-workers to learn more about this issue and how it affects
real people in our community. Most of us don't live super close to the border but we all live in communities where
someone is directly affected by what's happening at the southern border. This is the issue that has gotten a lot of
press recently but there have been a lot of other underhanded, backdoor ways this administration has putting up
an "invisible wall" to keep out immigrants they see as "undesirable." We need to pay attention to those things
too. For good summary of the big picture, check out American Immigration Lawyers
Association's Deconstructing the Invisible Wall.

2. Subscribe to an email list, like with the National Immigration Law Center, for updates.
3. Contact your congressional representative and tell them what you think. I used to think this was useless but

really, they track these contacts and it makes a difference when enough people speak out. Congress has to
mandate to exercise oversight over this administration's inhumane policies -- that's their job. If you have friends or
family whose representatives are Republicans or from red states, encourage them to do the same. Here's info on
how to reach out to your congressperson and what to say. 

4. My last plug: support Jubilee and encourage others to do the same! Although we don't directly serve these
families at the border, Jubilee has plenty of clients who have crossed the border like them and are now seeking
asylum here. If these families at the border are reunited with their loved ones, released and allowed to seek
asylum in the U.S., they will need legal representation. Asylum is very hard to get. Without legal representation,
their likelihood of success is even less. 

Feel free to forward this others. If you have any questions or thoughts, please reach out to me. I would love to hear from
you. Thank you for joining us in proclaiming Jubilee. 
 
Amy
--  
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https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Talking-points-Truths-about-Family-Separation_-June-2018.pdf
https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/BetrayingFamilyValues_April-2017.pdf
http://www.aila.org/infonet/aila-report-deconstructing-the-invisible-wall
https://www.nilc.org/
http://www.aila.org/takeaction#/47
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