
Worship Participant Guide

The worship service is a work that the congregation does together to the glory of God. Worship 
participants offer their prayers and readings on behalf of the congregation. Their different voices 
bear witness to the many expressions of the Spirit in our midst. The following thoughts are intended 
to help you as you prepare to lead in worship.

Prayer of Adoration

The Prayer of Adoration is directed to God and has God as the subject matter. We focus our prayer 
on the praise and adoration of God revealed in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. We may pray, 
“We give you thanks, we praise you, we love you…” but the focus of the Prayer of Adoration is on 
who God is. Instead of saying only “we this, we that,” you are encouraged to adore God by also 
praying, “You are… You promise… You give…” By focusing on God, the Prayer of Adoration helps 
the congregation to move from preoccupation with self into the holy presence of God.

Be familiar with the songs leading up to the Prayer of Adoration. Notice how the songs declare our 
praises for who God is. The Prayer of Adoration flows from and gathers up the praises we will have 
just sung. This prayer is expected to be no more than a minute or two long.

You may find the Names, Actions, and Attributes of God document helpful.
See the Song Book for song lyrics.

Scripture Reading

The Scripture reader is expected to prepare for worship by reading and meditating on the texts for 
the upcoming Sunday during the week prior. Practice reading the passage(s) aloud a few times. If 
you are uncertain about the intention of a passage or need any other help, do not hesitate to ask 
Pastor Danny. Unless you are instructed otherwise, read from the NIV (New International Version of 
the Bible, 2011). If you do not have access to an NIV, Gaylene includes the text at the end of the 
bulletin that she will email you.

During worship, if possible, we would like you to read from an actual Bible that is in good condition 
and not a paperback. If you feel that reading from a Bible is difficult—because the font is too small 
or it’s too cumbersome to flip pages—you may read from texts printed on paper, but please bring a 
Bible up to the lectern with you.

Sit in a location near the lectern or near an aisle so that you are prepared to come forward to read 
Scripture following the Prayer of Adoration. Check to see that the microphone is adjusted properly, 
within 6-8 inches of your mouth.

You will begin by calling the congregation to listen by boldly saying, “Hear the Word of the Lord 
from…” If there are additional texts, you will introduce each with, “And from…” When you are 
finished reading, boldly declare, “This is the Word of the Lord.” Wait for the congregation to respond 
with “Thanks be to God” and then return to your seat. Gaylene will provide you with the specific text 
for introducing and closing your reading.

http://www.redeemersf.org/s/Names_Actions_and_Attributes_of_God.pdf
https://redeemersf.squarespace.com/s/redeemer_songbook.pdf


Read slowly and clearly. Give each word care and attention. Help us to host the text with love and 
respect, as we would host an honored guest. Feel free to read the text in the way you hear it without
being overly dramatic. Bring yourself to the passage and tell us the story as best you can. Again, if 
you are uncertain about the emphasis or meaning of a text, do not hesitate to ask Pastor Danny.

Offering Prayer

After we receive the offering, the worship participant prays a simple offering prayer that (1) thanks 
God for being the giver of all good gifts; and (2) offers the gifts that we just received as a sign of the 
congregation’s desire to serve God in the world. You are encouraged to use these two parts as the 
outline of your prayer.

It is not necessary to reference the sermon, and it is not a time to make additional petitions. The 
Offering Prayer should be brief. On occasion Gaylene may direct you to prayer for a special offering 
or other gift.

Final Thoughts

You are invited to bring your own personality and creativity as the Spirit leads. You are encouraged 
to write your own prayers to offer on behalf of the congregation, but you do not need to be overly 
formal. We encourage you to be yourself, but know that you are making an offering of prayer on 
behalf of the congregation.

Remember that children are present in worship. Children hear prayers that are spoken from the 
heart. They do not need to know the meaning of every word that is spoken in order to understand 
the intent of the prayer, but we want to be hospitable to children—and to those for whom English is 
not their first language.

Worship is the work of the entire congregation. All are called to prepare for worship and give 
themselves in worship, but worship participants are called to a specific act of leadership within the 
worship service. May we attend to this work with joy and devotion to the glory of God.
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